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Tallahassee, FL – Hillsborough County School District Superintendent MaryEllen Elia was 

selected as Florida’s 2015 Superintendent of the Year by the Florida Association of District School 

Superintendents (FADSS).  Elia was formally recognized today in Tampa during the joint meeting of 

FADSS and the Florida School Boards Association.  
 

“Superintendent Elia is an exceptionally talented, dedicated and energetic educator,” states 

FADSS Chief Executive Officer and Florida Senator Bill Montford. “She is widely respected throughout 

Florida, not only by the superintendents of Florida, but by all who know her and have had the 

opportunity to work with her. This high level of respect is a clear reflection of her exemplary work ethic, 

and a true passion and dedication to always make decisions that are in the best interests of students,” 

adds Montford. 
 

A lifelong educator, Elia began her career as a social studies teacher in the state of New York in 

1970. In 1986, she relocated to the Tampa Bay area after accepting a position at Plant High school as a 

reading resource specialist. She was promoted to several key positions in the district over the next 20 

years. Elia was appointed Superintendent of Hillsborough County Public Schools on July 1, 2005 and is 

now in her 10th year leading the ninth largest school district in the nation.  
 

“Superintendent Elia is an outstanding superintendent with a proven track record of success,” 

states FADSS President and Nassau County Schools Superintendent John Ruis. “Her extensive 

background in education and true passion for children provided a natural and clear path to the role of 

superintendent – a position at which she clearly excels,” adds Ruis. 
 

Elia has received numerous recognitions during her tenure as a superintendent, including: The 

College Board’s District of the Year Beacon Award and Florida Department of Education’s Data Leader of 

the Year Award in 2011; the Inaugural Governor’s Business Partnership Award in 2010 presented by 

Governor Rick Scott and the Council of 100; The College Board’s Outstanding Leadership Award in 2009; 

and was named Florida’s Superintendent of the Year by the Consortium of Florida education 

Foundations in 2007.   
 

The process for electing Florida’s Superintendent of the Year was established by the American 

Association of School Administrators (AASA), a national organization of school superintendents and 

other educational leaders. In February 2015, Elia will represent all Florida superintendents at the AASA’s 

National Education Conference in San Diego, California where she will be recognized and honored for 

her public education service in Florida.  
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